land to the government. “Acute demand for spruce timber for the manufacture of paper pulp during the past year [FY 1923],
induced by apprehension respecting the Canadian embargo against the exportation of wood suitable for the manufacture of
wood pulp, has resulted in a reduction in the number of tracts being offered for purchase in the White Mountains. During the
year only two small tracts were approved for purchase having a combined area of 122 acres.“ ¥ Also affecting land
acquisition was the reduction in annual appropriations from the Congress for forest land acquisition. The difficulty in
locating land to purchase in Maine led the Commission to the increase the White Mountain Purchase Unit in New Hampshire
by 26,025 acres and reduce the unit’s area in Maine by 10,327 acres in fiscal year 1924. The expansion in New Hampshire
also permitted greater flexibility in negotiations for several large tracts of land then in progress.

The National Forest Reservation Commission discussed the fact that no purchases had yet been made on the Androscoggin
Purchase Unit straddling the border of Maine and New Hampshire at its December 21, 1921 meeting. While the 1920
administrative map of the White Mountain National Forest indicates with green cross-hatching that lands were “being
acquired” on the Androscoggin, the 1924 administrative map showed a empty purchase unit indicating no acquisition activity.
The Androscoggin Purchase Unit continued as a separate unit without any land acquired until fiscal year 1928 when it was
also absorbed by the White Mountain Purchase Unit. Like the Kilkenny Purchase Area in fiscal year 1916, the Androscoggin
merger with the White Mountain Purchase Unit was made without comment by the Commission. But the Androscoggin’s
disappearance from the statistical tables clearly gives evidence of the merger. In its annual report for 1928, under the heading
“Future work in the eastern district” the Commission’s top objective was “the consolidation of the exiting purchase units
located in the White Mountains, Appalachians and Arkansas.” 83

The next year, the Commission met its objective for the White Mountains. “In the combined White Mountain— Androscoggin
unit there was a net decrease of 110,612 acres; eliminations totaling 122,432, including the Androscoggin subunit which was
dropped, being offset by an addition to the White Mountain Unit proper [of 11,820 acres]...These changes were designed to
eliminate, so far as possible, lands which are not purchasable and to add certain other lands suitable and available for
purchase. The lands within the Androscoggin unit are largely held by paper companies, which do not desire to sell.” 3¢ The
Commission had consolidated all land it had thus far acquired (493,835 acres), revised boundaries to eliminate land it was not
able to acquire, and included within the White Mountain Purchase Unit lands that were suitable and potentially purchasable,
into one purchase unit measuring 855,200 gross acres across two states.

Because the original 1918 boundaries of the proclaimed White Mountain National Forest included the Androscoggin Purchase
Area, under law another presidential proclamation had to be issued to adjust the National Forest boundaries to eliminate the
subunit and other areas, as well as to extend the boundaries of the national forest. Proclamation 1894 of October 26, 1929
creating new boundaries for the forest did just that, by eliminating the entire old Androscoggin Purchase Unit and the low
elevation lands on the former Kilkenny Purchase Unit on its southern and western margins. The new boundary of the national
forest included additional areas to the southwest portion of the national forest, or areas to the west of today’s Interstate 93.
The actions in 1929 made the boundaries of the White Mountain Purchase Unit and the White Mountain National Forest
coincide with both embracing 855,200 gross acres, 53,300 acres in Maine and 801,900 acres in New Hampshire. Land
acquisition activity once again gained momentum in the White Mountains beginning in 1927 when total acreage owned by the
government increased to 459,581 acres and by June 30, 1932 at the depth of the Great Depression, the Commission had
purchased a total of 528,483 acres. The next decade would show continuing progress in the acquisition of forest land.

At its June 22, 1934 meeting, the National Forest Reservation Commission approved four separate extensions of the White
Mountain Purchase Unit involving an increase of 4,595 acres. These adjustments to the purchase unit could be made without a
presidential proclamation because they did not change the boundaries of the proclaimed forest. Another extension of the
purchase unit occurred on July 30, 1935. The 1935 addition of 28,200 acres came after the Maine State Legislature approved
additional acreage in Maine adjacent to the White Mountain National Forest. 27,755 acres were added in Maine and 445 acres
added to the purchase unit in New Hampshire. With depressed land values and increased funds available, the Commission
continued the momentum of the late 1920s and early 1930s by adding 180,860 more acres to the White Mountain National
Forest between 1932 and 1941. Figure 57, below, shows the proclaimed White Mountain National Forest and, on its margins
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